
Asanti Background 

Established in 1991, Asanti Fine Jewellers 

is a European-style salon specializing in 

personal service and the finest in rare 

gems, timepieces and designer jewellery. 

Located in downtown San Marino, 

Asanti’s sprawling showroom sparkles 

with thousands of exquisite classics 

meticulously created of gold, platinum and 

radiant stones. A second boutique resides 

inside the Ritz-Carlton Huntington Hotel 

& Spa in Pasadena. 
 

Asanti was founded by President Nelson Holdo who has 25-plus-years in the jewellery 

and watch industry. Meshell Sohl, who had been the company’s top sales associate 

became a partner in January 2004. 

 

Both partners bring unique assets and areas of expertise to the company. Mr. Holdo 

specializes in diamonds and colored gems and Ms Sohl provides expert consultations in 

creating a jewellery wardrobe. Mr. Holdo is a member of the American Gem Society, is 

highly educated in gemology and holds numerous certifications. The team’s dedication to 

ongoing education in the field takes them all over the world to learn about the latest 

developments in fine jewellery and timepieces. 

 

At Asanti, customers are treated like family. They provide relationship-based service in 

which they get to know their clients on a personal level. In fact, they often select 

jewellery pieces for the store with particular clients in mind. In addition, Asanti offers 

several unique services including personal shopping, reminder calls about upcoming 

special occasions and in-store safe deposit boxes, which are free to clients. Asanti also 

hosts several events for clients throughout the year, from trunk shows to men’s poker 

parties to concerts to ladies’ wish list evenings. 

 

Devoted to supporting the local community, Asanti’s partners are members of and 

sponsors for numerous organizations including the Junior League of Pasadena, the 

National Charity League of San Marino, the Circle of Huntington Hospital, Foothill 

Family Services, Hillsides Home for Children, KidSpace Museum, the Huntington 

Library and Mayfield Schools. Asanti has become renowned for its outstanding 

merchandise and having unique world-class gems. In fact, each piece at Asanti is 

personally selected by one of the partners. Asanti constantly meets and exceeds the high 

standards for which it has become known, and continues to dazzle its devoted clientele 

with classically beautiful and timeless designs. 

 

 

 

http://www.asanti.com/Bio.html


Nelson Holdo Biography 

Asanti President and Founder Nelson Holdo is a Certified Gemologist Appraiser through 

the American Gem Society (AGS), and acclaimed expert on colored gems. His specialty 

at Asanti is working with “the big three” colored stones: emeralds, rubies and sapphires, 

of which Asanti has a world-class collection. 

 

“I love the fact that each gem is a little time-capsule,” he says. “It represents geologic 

occurrences that took place millions of years ago. The birthmarks within stones give us 

an understanding of how and where they were formed. It shows us how nature has 

formed them and gives indicators that man has also tried to alter them – with heat, 

irradiation and infilling. There is an element of detective work involved.” 

 

Nelson, a lifetime Pasadena resident attended high school at Polytechnic School and 

college at Caltech, where he majored in organic chemistry. 

 

However, a life as a chemist was not for him. While putting himself through school 

working in retail, he took a position with the finest jeweller in Pasadena. It was there 

Nelson realized his true passion; the study of the physical and optical properties that 

make gems unique. 

 

After finishing additional course work in gemology, Nelson received a scholarship from 

the Gemological Institute of America to study abroad at the CFH Institute in Lausanne, 

Switzerland. 

 

Nelson opened his unique high-end jewellery store with a vision of excellent personal 

service and top-quality merchandise. Asanti, named for Nelson’s maternal grandfather, 

Alberto Santillan, has been the choice for discerning shoppers ever since. 

Nelson continues his involvement in AGS, participating in numerous conferences and 

educational programs. He travels frequently throughout the year in search of one-of-a-

kind gems for his customers. He stays active in the community belonging to and 

supporting such organizations as the California Philharmonic, Pasadena Junior League, 

Kidspace Museum, Hillsides Home for Children and many more. He also supports the 

Huntington Library, local schools, and sponsors or hosts several charitable events. 

 


