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Dining on Cannery Row 
 

 With more than 20 restaurants, ranging from casual to elegant, Cannery Row offers 

something to satisfy every craving, morning, noon and night.  Many restaurants feature dramatic 

ocean views and some have outdoor seating.  Some are world-famous and many reflect the rich 

heritage and culturally diverse influences of Cannery Row.  Seafood naturally figures most 

prominently Cannery Row restaurant menus, and you will find it in just about every variety – 

shrimp, salmon, crab, lobster and abalone.  You will also find a plethora of other menu 

specialties including juicy steaks, creamy pastas and exotic and one-of-kind creations.  From 

American and California cuisine, to Italian, Mexican, Mediterranean and Asian infused fare, 

Cannery Row offers just what you want to please your pallet. 

 

Breakfast on Cannery Row 

 

 For a delicious breakfast in a relaxing atmosphere, try First Awakenings, located in the 

American Tin Cannery (125 Ocean View Blvd., Pacific Grove).  You can sit in the charming 

outdoor patio with a fire pit, and order from a variety of dishes, such as California Crepes, 

Bluegerm pancakes, omelets, frittatas, eggs Benedict and sausage.  

 

 You may wish to save your appetite for the day’s future meals, and opt for a cup of 

coffee and a muffin at Steinbeck’s Espresso Bar (700 Cannery Row) or Starbucks (711 Cannery 

Row) or a sweet treat at Lily Mae’s Cinnamon Rolls (700 Cannery Row).  Get it to go, and enjoy 

while overlooking the bay in the crisp morning air.   

 

Food on the Go 

 

 For a snack or lunch on the go, try Archie’s American Diner, located in the American Tin 

Cannery.  They offer juicy burgers, their own “almost world-famous” garlic fries, sandwiches, 

omelets, beer, wine, shakes and espresso.  You can order to dine in or take out. 

 

 Or grab a slice of pizza from Schnarley’s Pizzeria and Wine Cellar (685 Cannery Row) 

or Cowboy Pizza Company, in the Edgewater Packing Company (640 Wave. St.).  Schnarley’s 

offers a large selection of Bronx style pizzas as well as pastas, salad, sandwiches, 60 wines 

poured by the glass and an outdoor seating area.  Cowboy Pizza Company resides in the midst of 

a fun zone (see the Entertainment section) and features such specialties as “Annie Oakley’s 

Veggie Pizza” and “Wimpy’s Bacon Cheeseburger.” 

 

The Cannery Row Dining Experience 

 

 Cannery Row is booming with outstanding dining establishments, most of which serve 

lunch and dinner.  Choose from fresh seafood, fine steaks and a diverse assortment of cultural 

fare and touches including Italian, Asian, Mexican, Americana, California and Mediterranean. 
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Sardine Factory 
 

 The world-famous Sardine Factory (701 Wave Street) is a landmark and integral part of 

the rich history of Cannery Row.  Noted as “The Flagship of Cannery Row,” the Sardine Factory 

offers a luxurious atmosphere, unique layout, décor infused with historical remnants and an 

award-winning menu and wine cellar. 

 

 The Sardine Factory was founded by Ted Balesteri and Bert Cutino, who dreamed of 

creating a fine-dining restaurant in a run-down section of Monterey.  Along with third partner 

Orland Caselli, they opened the restaurant in 1968 on the site that once housed a cafeteria for 

sardine cannery workers.   

 

 They named the restaurant “The Sardine Factory” to reflect the rich heritage of John 

Steinbeck, Cannery Row and its people, and used a sardine can as the basis for the logo.  The 

opening of the restaurant helped to revitalize Cannery Row and gave people a reason to visit.  

Over the years the restaurant grew and has since served millions of guests. 

 

 Four distinct dining rooms include The Steinbeck Room, an intimate alcove with décor 

reflecting Cannery Row’s history; The Captain’s Room with ornate maritime décor and a 

fireplace; The Wine Cellar, a private and opulent room available only for private parties of up to 

28; and a large open room called The Conservatory that has a glass-domed ceiling, lush greenery 

and a statue of Venus from Italy. 

 

 The Sardine Factory’s cuisine reflects a variety of Asian, continental and California 

influences and consists primarily of seafood and steak.  Despite the name, sardines are not 

abundant on the menu, although they make subtle appearances here and there – via a little 

Norwegian sardine that tops the house salad, a smoked salmon and sardine combination, and a 

Flaming Sardine drink, made with Galiano liqueur and coffee. 

 

 You may choose to start your meal with the Seafood Indulgence, which is served on a 

Silver Stand and includes half Maine lobster, crawfish, prawns, Hog Island oysters, Manila 

clams, mussels and cracked crab served with an assortment of dipping sauces.  If that’s not 

enough indulgence, add to that a half ounce of caviar.  Other appetizers include Escargot En 

Toscani with Pernod, Sturgeon Caviar on Ice Swan and marinated lightly smoked sardines. 

 

 Soups include the “World Famous” abalone bisque, the Sardine Factory’s own creation, 

which was served at the “Taste of America” for President Reagan’s inaugural dinner.  The 

Salinas Valley Salad consists of petite iceberg lettuce with green onions, artichoke hearts, sweet 

tomatoes and blue cheese dressing.   

 

 Among the numerous tempting entrees are Coriander Crusted Ahi Tuna, seared rare with 

citrus aioli and sweet soy dipping sauce; grilled abalone medallions lightly breaded with fresh 

herbs on grated ginger scallion sauce; and the Cannery Row Cioppino with Dungeness crab, 

prawns, mussels, clams, calamari in tomato sauce.  The Sardine Factory’s Tasting Plate has a 

little bit of everything for seafood lovers: African salt water prawns, grilled sand dab fillets on 

Dungeness crab risotto, and herb crusted Nantucket Bay scallops baked in lemon butter.  You 
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may also choose from a variety of USDA Prime steaks – a center-cut top sirloin, bone-in rib eye 

chop, center-cut filet mignon or a New York strip steak.   

 

  The Lounge at the Sardine Factory features live piano music as well as a happy hour from 

5 to 7 p.m. nightly.  For more information, call (831) 373-3775. 

 

Blue Moon 

 

 Perched above McAbee Beach, is an oceanic gem called Blue Moon (654 Cannery Row), 

one of four Monterey restaurants owned by local celebrity chef and cookbook author John Pisto.  

Pisto, who attended The School of Culinary Arts in Monterey, has hosted the television show 

“Monterey’s Cookin’ Pisto Style” for the past 10 years, and has made California and 

Mediterranean Cuisine his trademark.  At Blue Moon he adds a touch of Asian influence for a 

truly original and delicious fare. 

 

 Blue Moon offers stunning ocean views and a soothing sea-inspired interior that is both 

spacious and intimate.  The walls and booths are cast in shades of aqua and the entryway floor is 

tiled to look like a wave of water edged with pebbles.   

 

 You can choose from an assortment of delicious appetizers such as tempura-battered 

Monterey Bay calamari, Asian Barbecue baby back ribs, edamame crostini and crispy spring 

rolls.  Salads include a crab and mango tower and a baby spinach and roasted beef salad with 

miso-mustard vinaigrette, candied pecans and blue cheese.  Blue Moon serves delicious 

sandwiches, from a sesame crusted salmon filet with wasabi mustard to Kobe burgers with 

sautéed mushrooms and onions. 

 

 Entrees include Blue Moon’s own creation, world-famous crab risotto with Dungeness 

crab, scallions, fresh lemon and Reggiano cheese.  Other seafood dishes consist of king salmon 

filet, Pacific swordfish and live red abalone (farm raised in Monterey), sautéed in butter, white 

wine and garlic.  You may also order wild mushroom ravioli or a specialty pizza.  For dessert, try 

the coconut crème brulee or tempura bananas and Macapuno ice cream.  For more information 

on Blue Moon, call (831) 375-4155. 

 

Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. & Market 

  

 Fun is key at Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. & Market (720 Cannery Row).  This casual, 

campy dining spot was created based on the movie “Forest Gump.” Scenes and sayings from the 

movie are found all over the restaurant – from a replica of Forest’s bus bench in front to clever 

names of dishes, many of which feature shrimp. 

 

 Appetizer choices include Shrimper’s Net Catch, which includes peel and eat shrimp 

steamed in beer and a choice of either Bubba’s garlic spice or secret recipe Cajun spice. 

 

 Among meal specials are “Bubba’s After the Storm Bucket of Boat Trash” with shrimp, 

slipper lobster and flaky white fish cooked Baja style and the “I’m Stuffed Shrimp” stuffed with 

crab and baked in light garlic butter and topped with Monterey Jack cheese.  There’s also 
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coconut shrimp, a spicy New Orleans’ style shrimp, shrimp for dipping in broth and Shrimp 

Shack Pasta.  Non-shrimp items include fish and chips, baby back ribs, fried chicken and various 

sandwiches and salads.  For dessert, you’ll find key lime pie, Mama’s Cinnamon Bread Pudding, 

Forest’s Dr. Pepper Float and Jenny’s Strawberry Dream.  For more information on Bubba 

Gump’s, call (831) 373-1884. 

 

A Restaurant for Every Taste 

 

 In the mood for Mexican food?  The Original El Torito Restaurant (600 Cannery Row) 

offers great South of the Border fare complete with outstanding ocean views.  From salty and 

sweet margaritas to traditional and specialty Mexican dishes, a fiesta is sure to be had.  Some 

options include carne asada, “Shrimp Mazatlan Enchiladas,” hand-made tamales and fajitas.  

Happy hour specials take place from 4-8 p.m. Monday through Friday.  For more information, 

call (831) 373-0611. 

 

 For Italian food, try Louie Linguini’s Seafood Shack (660 Cannery Row).  This second-

story restaurant features a spectacular view of the Bay and McAbee Beach, some outdoor seating 

and Italian and seafood specialties.  Among menu items are a chilled seafood platter with bay 

shrimp, calamari and Dungenous crab served chilled with a special pesto aioli sauce, and pasta 

dishes such as spaghetti and meatballs, salmon fettuccine and grilled chicken linguini.  Also 

featured are cioppino, grilled mahi mahi and a selection of soups, salads and sandwiches.  For 

more information, call (831) 648-8500. 

 

 The Chart House (444 Cannery Row) offers spectacular views and fine dining in what 

was once a working cannery in Steinbeck’s day.  With a rustic yet elegant atmosphere, the Chart 

House offers a menu rich in seafood and steaks.  Appetizers include crab stuffed mushrooms 

baked in white wine sauce and lobster spring rolls served with tangy mustard sauce.  You may 

want to start with the lobster bisque or The Chart House Salad Bar, which can also be served as 

your entrée.  Seafood specialties include macadamia crusted mahi mahi and Snapper Hemingway 

– Parmesan and cracker encrusted sautéed and topped with jumbo lump crab and shallot butter.  

Other menu options include grilled tenderloin medallions marinated in teriyaki and filet mignon 

and Australian lobster tail.  Among desserts is the decadent hot chocolate lava cake – with 

chocolate liqueur, molten center, vanilla ice cream, served with warm chocolate sauce and Heath 

Bar Crunch.  For more information, call (831) 372-3362. 

 

 Another seafood eatery with amazing oceans views is The Fish Hopper (700 Cannery 

Row).  Featuring an extensive food and exotic drink menu and a large outside dining patio right 

on the bay, this eatery was once a sardine cannery building.  Choose from appetizers like broiled 

prawn bruschetta and oysters Rockefeller.  Main courses include combination platters such as the 

“Captain’s Platter” with half a butter roasted Dungeness crab, half a spiny lobster, a prawn and 

scallops.  You will also find items like spicy Louisiana catfish, macadamia nut crusted tilapia, 

swordfish picatta and crab ravioli.  Desserts vary weekly, but can include tiramisu and chocolate 

mint cheesecake.  Among a variety of specialty drinks is Coco Hops, made of rum, cream, 

pineapple juice, coconut milk and served in a plastic coconut.  For more information, call (831) 

372-8543. 
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 Some other noteworthy restaurants on Cannery Row include The Whaling Station (763 

Wave St.), another of Pisto’s restaurants known for its prime beef and a Cannery Row fixture for 

30 years; and Monterey Jack’s Fish House (711 Cannery Row), a sports-themed family 

restaurant featuring steak and lobster and Baja-style fish tacos.   


