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Cannery Row Entertainment 
 

 In addition to shopping and eating, Cannery Row offers a multitude of fun things to do – 

day and night.  A diverse assortment of attractions beckons, whether you wish to leisurely stroll 

and take in the sights, sounds and scents of this majestic coastal oasis, or you’re ready to get your 

blood pumping with some physical activities via foot or wheels.  Perhaps you’re interested in 

some mental stimulation, some kid-friendly fun or lively nighttime revelry.  No matter what 

you’re after, Cannery Row is a vacationer’s playground that’s sure to wow. 

 

The Great Outdoors 
 

 Cannery Row’s natural environment serves as an excellent source of daytime enjoyment.  

There’s nothing quite like getting lost in the Bay’s immense beauty as you stroll along the ocean-

front walkways.  From the courtyard, in the heart of Cannery Row, you can view the majestic 

sea, watch kayakers in the distance, sea otters frolicking near the coast as well as see and hear 

sea gulls, indigenous birds, seals and sea lions.  For a closer look, head downstairs to McAbee 

Beach, a small area of rocky coastline upon which tiny waves gently crash.  Also on Cannery 

Row is San Carlos Beach, Park, which is a great place to have a picnic.  Additionally, if you’re 

into underwater adventures, both McAbee Beach and San Carlos Beach are great spots from 

which to launch for a beach dive.   

 

Monterey Regional Recreation Trail 

 You can continue your stroll along The Monterey Regional Recreation Trail, just north of 

the courtyard.  This asphalt-surfaced trail is part of a five-mile scenic pathway that stretches 

along the Monterey Bay from Seaside to Pacific Grove.  It is popular among walkers, joggers, 

roller skaters and bike riders.  It used to be the location of the old Southern Pacific rail, which is 

memorialized by a historical postal rail car that houses The Cannery Row Welcome Center 

(operated by the Cannery Row Foundation). 

Bike Riding  

 

 Bike riding is a great way to see the sights and explore the trail.  You can rent a wide 

range of bicycles from Bay Bikes (585 Cannery Row), which is located two blocks from the 

Monterey Bay Aquarium, just off the bike path.  Bay Bikes offers hourly, daily and weekly rates 

as well as an option for delivery.  Bikes include cruisers, joggers, kids’ bikes, mountain bikes, 

road bikes, tandem bikes, choppers and surreys.  The surreys are a favorite among families and 

range from seating three adults and two children to seating six adults and two children.  For more 

information, call (831) 646-9090 or (831) 655-2453. 

 

Kayaking  

 

 Kayaking is a popular activity for those looking for an on-the-sea exploration.  Knowing 

that you are floating where nearby ocean depths reach more than 10,000 feet is an awe-inspiring.  

You can closely view the giant kelp forest that is home to many fishes, invertebrates, birds and 

marine mammals, and see various creatures among the kelp beds and rocks.  Plus, looking back 
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to the shore, you get a unique perspective of Cannery Row in its entirety that you just can’t view 

from land.  The water is calm and protected during summer, and the tiny waves along the shore 

make it easy to launch.  A great place to begin your kayaking excursion is at Adventures by the 

Sea (299 Cannery Row), which rents kayaks and bikes, and offers various tours.  Adventures by 

the Sea’s kayaks are open deck boats and seat one or two passengers.  Kayaking tours range from 

two to three hours.  For more information, call (831) 372-1807 or (831) 648-7236.   

 

Family Fun 
 

 Cannery Row offers something for the entire family, from amusement park style rides 

and video games to hands-on learning activities and arts and crafts. 

 

Edgewater Company “Family Fun Emporium” 

 

 One exciting option is the Edgewater Packing Company “Family Fun Emporium” (640 

Wave Street), which is housed in an old cannery warehouse, right on the Recreation Trail.  A 

1905 antique carousel takes center stage in this emporium, which also features the Cowboy Pizza 

Company, Nascar Silicone Motor Speedway, Climbing Wall, Mechanical Bull and nearly 100 

interactive video, pinball and redemption games.  J.J. Richters Old Time Portrait Studio & 

Pleasure Emporium offers the chance to pose for a sepia-tone family photo in a variety of Wild 

West settings, complete with costumes, props and backdrops with themes such as gangsters and 

flappers, saloon and cowboy, and Southern Belle and Gentlemen. 

 

Monterey Bay Aquarium 

 

 For a close-up exploration into the deep, visit the world-famous Monterey Bay Aquarium 

(866 Cannery Row).  Known as the finest aquarium and one of the top family attractions in the 

nation, the Aquarium continues to amaze patrons with magnificent and unprecedented exhibits 

from playful otters and cuddly penguins to stealthy rays and mysterious sharks.   

 

 “The Sharks: Myth and Mystery” exhibit features blacktip reef sharks, zebra sharks, 

leopard sharks and more.  In the exhibit “Jellies: Living Art,” a dramatic display of these other-

worldly creatures pulsating with grace is mesmerizing.  The awe-inspiring “Outer Bay” exhibit is 

the tallest aquarium exhibit in the world, has a window that is 54 feet long and 15 feet tall and 

holds one million gallons of sea water.  It features marine life found in the open ocean waters of 

the temperate Eastern Pacific, including giant yellowfin tuna, sea turtles, ocean sunfish, 

hammerheads, soupfin sharks, and as of September 2004, the only great white shark in captivity.  

For more information, call (831) 648-4888. 

 

Steinbeck’s Spirit of Monterey Wax Museum 

 

 You can learn about Monterey’s rich history by touring the John Steinbeck’s Spirit of 

Monterey Wax Museum, in the 700 Building.  Take the stairs down to the bottom of the building 

and enter a virtual time machine into Monterey’s turbulent and fascinating past.  A 20-minute, 

self-guided tour gives you an inside look at 450 years into the past from the Spanish Discovery 

to the days of John Steinbeck.  The museum features more than 100 life-sized wax figures 
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imported from London and Paris.  Dozens of animated scenes, highlighted with special effects, 

illustrate events like the arrival of Spanish galleons into Monterey Bay, early Indian villages, 

Father Junipero Serra and the building of the missions, bear and bull fighting in old Monterey, 

the bandits, the ghosts and the streets of old Cannery Row as John Steinbeck wrote about it.  The 

museum is open daily from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.  For more information, call (831) 375-3770. 

 

Synchronicity Studio 

 

 For those looking to expend some creative energy, Synchronicity Studio, in the American 

Tin Cannery Outlet Center, offers a hands-on artistic experience.  At this do-it-yourself ceramic 

studio, you may choose from a shelf of hundreds of unfinished ceramic pieces, select preferred 

paint colors and then sit down and paint.  When you are finished, a staff member will add 

finishing touches and glaze, and you can take your work of art home to enjoy.  The atmosphere is 

festive with whimsical, colorful décor and upbeat music playing in the background.  For more 

information, call (831) 333-1164. 

 

Off the Beaten Path 

 

 For a mystical experience, you can have your future told via a palm or tarot card reading 

at Mrs. Laurie’s Palm and Card Reading (711 Cannery Row).  Mrs. Laurie has been working as a 

spiritual advisor for more than 25 years, having learned her craft in her mother’s San Diego shop.  

She has two storefront locations near Cannery Row that are noticeable by brightly painted signs 

displaying astrological and occult symbols.  For more information, call (831) 372-2620. 

 

  Another unique activity is renting a classic 1929 open-air car to cruise around Cannery 

Row and the surrounding area.  Rent-A-Roadster (229 Cannery Row) offers authentic 

reproductions of Model A Ford Roadsters, Ford Phaetons and other cars that seat two to five, 

some with a rumble seat in the back.  You can rent them for an hour, an afternoon or all day.  For 

more information, call (831) 647-1929. 

 

Wine Tasting 
 

 For wine lovers, Cannery Row offers something you’ll want to savor with several tasting 

rooms serving wines from all over Monterey County.  A Taste of Monterey, located on the 

second floor of the 700 building, offers a unique wine tasting experience.  With wall-to-wall 

windows revealing a breathtaking backdrop of the entire bay, you can taste wine while virtually 

floating on the ocean.  The tasting room features wines from more than 45 local wineries, a 

friendly and helpful staff and a Monterey and wine theme gift center.  For more information, call 

(831) 646-5446. 

 

 Other wine tasting rooms include Baywood Cellars (381 Cannery Row), with wines from 

its Paso Robles vineyards; Clos La Chance Wine Tasting Room (400 Cannery Row); Bargetto 

Winery (700 Cannery Row); and Silver Mountain Vineyards, located across from Monterey 

Plaza Hotel and Spa. 
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Cannery Row After Dark 

 
 When the sun goes down, Cannery Row offers a variety of entertainment options, 

whether you’d like to enjoy a quiet conversation over an ice cold beer or a fine cocktail, or 

you’re looking for some lively nighttime fun.  Several of Cannery Row’s bars and restaurants 

offer an assortment of diversions, from playing pool to listening or dancing to live music, and a 

variety of atmospheres, from quiet and elegant to loud and pumping. 

 

Bullwacker’s Restaurant & Pub 

 

 Bullwacker’s Restaurant & Pub (653 Cannery Row) features an indoor bar with a 

fireplace and low lights for a quiet drink, as well as an outdoor patio for live music and dancing.  

The large outdoor patio features fire pits and heat lamps and a stage for a variety of live music on 

Friday and Saturday nights.  Music ranges from rhythm and blues to rock-n-roll and performers 

vary weekly with such artists as Bad Habits and Cheeky Spanks.  For more information, call 

(831) 373-1353. 

 

Blue Fin Café and Billiards  

 

 Billiards is the name of the game at Blue Fin Café and Billiards (685 Cannery Row), 

located on the top floor of Steinbeck Plaza 2 and overlooking Cannery Row.  The 12,000-square-

foot open room features 19 quality antique and state-of-the-art pool tables, foosball, darts, air 

hockey, shuffle board, a stage and dance floor.  It also has a full bar and menu and 22 hand-

crafted beers from around the world on draft.  Blue Fin offers live entertainment, DJs for dancing 

and special nights throughout the week including Student and Military Night, Bud Night, Coors 

Light Night, Swing Night, pool tournaments and more.  For more information, call (831) 375-

7000. 

 

Sly McFly’s Refueling Station 

 

 For a night of dancing to great live music, check out Sly McFly’s Refueling Station (700 

Cannery Row).  Sly McFly’s is a favorite of locals and tourists, and regularly features live music 

including blues and classic rock.  Some featured regional and national acts are Tommy Castro, 

Chris Cain, James Armstrong and Ace Hill.  The atmosphere is cozy and festive with stained 

glass windows with race car motifs, a view of the Bay and walls adorned with prints and other 

racing paraphernalia.  For more information, call (831) 372-3225. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


