
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

WORKING TO IMPROVE
HIGH SCHOOLS

CREATING SAFER, MODERNIZED HIGH SCHOOLS
The Alhambra Unified School District Board of Education has voted to place on the
November 2nd ballot an $85 million General Obligation Bond to improve safety and
make repairs at all high school campuses in the District.

If approved, the High School Safety & Repair Measure will be used solely for the con-
struction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of high school facilities.
Bond money will not be used for any other purpose.

ENHANCING HIGH SCHOOL FACILITIES
The Board has emphasized the necessity of renovating and modernizing each of its
high schools in order to give all students state-of-the-art facilities in which they
and future generations can learn and succeed. All four high schools campuses are
40 to 70 years old and were not designed to meet today’s growing student popula-
tion or the electrical systems necessary for modern technology.

The District has conducted a comprehensive study of facilities needs at the high
schools, holding community meetings to identify residents’ priorities and evaluating
the safety, class size and information technology needs of the District. Under this
measure, projects would include:

■ Adding and repairing classrooms, libraries, science labs, sites and facilities.

■ Furnishing classrooms, libraries, science labs, sites and facilities.

■ Improving student safety conditions.

■ Upgrading electrical wiring for technology.

■ Repairing leaky rundown roofs/bathrooms, decaying walls and drainage systems.

■ Installing fire safety, energy efficient heating/cooling systems, emergency
lighting and fire doors.

■ Replacing outdated plumbing/sewer systems.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING IS NECESSARY
TO IMPROVE HIGH SCHOOL FACILITIES
In recent years, with funding from Measure A, the elementary school bond that
passed in 1999, the District has made several improvements to elementary schools.
Although no bond money has previously been available to fund high school facili-
ties projects, some improvements have been made, including structural damage
repairs, installation of new roofs on breezeways, gyms and classrooms, upgrades to
various electrical, heating and air conditioning systems, new lighting and painted
classrooms. The District has worked diligently to obtain funding from alternative sources
to make these improvements at the high schools. However, the funding, which has
come from State bond money and federal grants, has run out and District officials
and community members agree that a great deal of work still needs to be done.

FACTS ABOUT THE HIGH SCHOOL
SAFETY AND REPAIR MEASURE
■ The measure would cost residents no more than $30 a year per $100,000 of

assessed value of their property.

■ The measure will guarantee stringent financial accountability. The Board will
conduct annual, independent performance audits to ensure that the bond funds
are used toward the appropriate projects. These audits will continue until all of
the bond proceeds have been expended.

■ The measure also calls for the Board to appoint a Citizen’s Oversight Committee,
creating an external review process to ensure that the bonds are spent as prom-
ised and specified.

■ Bond money will be used solely for the construction, reconstruction, rehabili-
tation, or replacement of high school facilities. It cannot be used for teacher
or administrator salaries.
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ALHAMBRA UNIFIED
SCHOOL DISTRICT:
Working to Improve High Schools
If approved, the High School Safety & Repair Measure
will allow for an allocation of a total of $85 million to
be used for determined facilities improvements at
all Alhambra Unified School District high schools.
The District’s Facilities Master Plan highlights the
following needs, many of which could be addressed
if the bond measure is approved by voters.

MARK KEPPEL HIGH SCHOOL
■ Construct a new science building to meet current curriculum requirements.

■ Construct new permanent classrooms to replace deteriorating portable
classrooms.

■ Construct a new library.

■ Campus-wide security improvements to enhance student safety and deter
theft and vandalism, including intercom/telephones, clock system, fire
alarms, smoke detectors, sprinklers, emergency lighting, fire safety doors,
security gates, additional chain-link fencing.

■ Replace aging and outdated heating and ventilation systems to improve
energy efficiency and improve air quality to eliminate conditions that breed
mold and germs.

■ Replace failing, cracked and buckled asphalt.

■ Renovate fields, improve drainage, security fencing, and restrooms, and
repair athletic facilities to make them more efficient and safe for use and
to provide equal access to all students.

■ Campus-wide security improvements to enhance student safety and deter
theft and vandalism, including intercom/telephones, clock system, fire
alarms, smoke detectors, sprinklers, emergency lighting, fire safety doors,
security gates, additional chain-link fencing.

■ Campus-wide heating and ventilation system upgrades to improve
energy efficiency.

■ Replace ceilings due to seismic risk.

■ Renovate old gym, restrooms and physical education courts to make
them more efficient and safe for use.

■ Renovate and repair school infrastructure, outdated wiring, electrical and
utility service, plumbing, sewer and storm drain, irrigation systems, heat-
ing, cooling and ventilation systems, hardware, doors, fountains, accessi-
bility, paved surfaces, seismic upgrades, safety hazards and code compliance.

■ Provide new infrastructure such as lighting, water, sewer, and storm
drain systems.

■ Install other energy efficiency systems, including insulation.

■ Abate hazardous conditions (asbestos).

■ Improve parking, bus drop area and traffic circulation.

■ Repair or replace old, leaky roofs.

■ Replace single-pane windows with double-pane, shatter resistant win-
dows which are safer and energy efficient.

■ Repair or replace unsafe flooring.

■ Renovate auditorium and seating.

■ Provide an outdoor lunch shelter so that students are not exposed to rain
or heat when eating outside.

■ Add new bathrooms.

SAN GABRIEL HIGH SCHOOL
■ Replace deteriorating relocatable classrooms with permanent classrooms.

■ Campus-wide security improvements to enhance student safety and deter
theft and vandalism, including intercom/telephones, clock system, fire
alarms, smoke detectors, sprinklers, emergency lighting, fire safety doors,
security gates, additional chain-link fencing.

■ Renovate auditorium and seating.

■ Replace aging and outdated heating and ventilation systems to improve
energy efficiency and improve air quality to eliminate conditions that breed
mold and germs.

■ Replace failing, cracked and buckled asphalt.

■ Replace ceilings due to seismic risk.

■ Renovate fields, improve drainage, security fencing, and restrooms, repair
athletic facilities, replace heating/ventilation system and floor, install
insulation and replace bleachers in old gym to make them more efficient
and safe for use.

■ Renovate and repair school infrastructure, outdated wiring, electrical and
utility service, plumbing, sewer and storm drain, irrigation systems, heat-
ing, cooling and ventilation systems, hardware, doors, fountains, accessi-
bility, paved surfaces, seismic upgrades, safety hazards and code compliance.

■ Provide new infrastructure such as lighting, water, sewer, and storm
drain systems.

■ Install other energy efficiency systems, including insulation.

■ Abate hazardous conditions (asbestos).

■ Repair or replace old, leaky roofs.

■ Replace single-pane windows with double-pane, shatter resistant win-
dows which are safer and energy efficient.

■ Repair or replace unsafe flooring.

■ Paint the exterior and interior of buildings to extend their useful lives.

■ Provide an outdoor lunch shelter so that students are not exposed to rain
or heat when eating outside.

CENTURY AND INDEPENDENCE HIGH SCHOOLS
■ Replace all relocatable buildings and construct a common campus.

■ Renovate and repair school infrastructure, outdated wiring, electrical and
utility service, plumbing, sewer and storm drain, irrigation systems, heat-
ing, cooling and ventilation systems, hardware, doors, fountains, accessi-
bility, paved surfaces, seismic upgrades, safety hazards and code compliance.

■ Campus-wide improvements for handicapped access required by the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

■ Provide new infrastructure such as lighting, water, sewer, and storm
drain systems.

■ Install other energy efficiency systems, including insulation.

■ Abate hazardous conditions (asbestos).

■ Improve parking, bus drop area and traffic circulation.

■ Repair or replace old, leaky roofs.

■ Replace single-pane windows with double-pane, shatter resistant win-
dows which are safer and energy efficient.

■ Renovate auditorium and seating.

■ Remodel administrative and educational support areas.

■ Provide an outdoor lunch shelter so that students are not exposed to rain
or heat when eating outside.

■ Remodel and expand kitchen area.

■ Add new bathrooms.

■ Replace relocatable classroom buildings.

■ Repair or replace unsafe flooring.

■ Paint the exterior and interior of buildings to extend their useful lives.

■ Expand music department facilities.

■ Construct a multi-purpose gymnasium in order to provide all students
with equal facilities.

ALHAMBRA HIGH SCHOOL
■ Construct a new science building with state-of-the-art labs in order to

meet current curriculum requirements.

■ Construct new permanent classrooms to replace deteriorating portable
classrooms.

Note: Listed repairs, rehabilitation projects and upgrades will be completed as needed
at a particular site. Each project is assumed to include its share of equipment, furniture,
architectural, engineering, and similar planning costs, construction management, and a
customary contingency for unforeseen design and construction costs. The allocation of
bond proceeds will be affected by the District’s receipt of State matching funds and the
final costs of each project. The budget for each project is an estimate and may be affected
by factors beyond the District’s control. The final cost of each project will be determined
as plans are finalized, construction bids are awarded, and projects are completed.


