
Esteemed Wine Critic Robert Parker Praises Paso Robles, 

Home of Bella Mia Grapes 
 

In the wine world, when Robert Parker speaks, people listen.  And recently, in an issue of 

Parker’s “The Wine Advocate,” the world-renowned wine critic spoke highly of Paso 

Robles, where Bella Mia’s grapes are grown. 

 

Parker said:  “There is no question that a decade from now, the top viticultural hillsides 

of Santa Barbara, Santa Rita Hills, and the limestone hillsides west of Paso Robles will 

be as well-known as the glamorous vineyards of Napa Valley.”  He said that while most 

Central Coast vineyards are still relatively young, the “potential is enormously 

promising.”   

 

Also, in a past issue of “Food & Wine Magazine,” Parker commented that California’s 

Central Coast (of which Paso Robles is a part) “will rule America.” 

 

Many people in-the-know have been singing the praises of Paso Robles lately, and 

Parker’s recognition is further affirmation. 

 

Parker has been called the world’s leading, most powerful, most influential wine critic.  

He is the founder, author and publisher of “The Wine Advocate,” a bimonthly newsletter 

that evaluates wines after comprehensive comparative tastings.  The publication features 

Parker’s own, and first-of-its-kind, 100-point wine rating system.  The system ranges 

from 50 to 100 points, and anything above 85 is very good to extraordinary (90-100 is 

outstanding to extraordinary).   

 

Bella Mia’s grapes are grown primarily at two west side Paso Robles vineyards, 

Reynolds Ranch and Highland Vineyards, both of which have produced wines that scored 

in Parker’s 90 to 93 point range.   

 

Both vineyards boast hillside plantings, diverse soils, and superior quality grapes.  

Reynolds Ranch, a historic 900-acre ranch, grows 15 grape varieties planted in 42 

separate vineyard blocks that consist of mostly Bordeaux, plus Rhone, Zinfandel and 

more.  Highland Vineyards has 126 acres planted to Syrah, Grenache, Mourvedre, 

Viognier, Roussanne, Cabernet Sauvignon, and more.  Both vineyards are also committed 

to sustainable farming practices, and share the many stunning offerings of this 

appellation. 

 

Paso Robles, in the center of the California Central Coast wine region, has outstanding 

natural environmental features for growing superior grapes, which, of course, make 

superior wine.  Among these features are unique micro-climates.  Twenty miles from the 

Pacific Ocean, Paso Robles’ warm days contrasted by cool nights with coastal breezes 

allows the grapes to ripen slowly and evenly.  This helps them to develop the perfect 

amount of concentration, fruit flavor, and acidity.  During the summer, this day/night 

temperature variation is even more pronounced.   

 



Paso Robles has a long growing season and just the right amount and timing of rainfall.  

It receives ample rain in the winter, minimizing the need for irrigation during the growing 

season – resulting in small berry and cluster sizes with full flavor.  And, because Paso 

Robles is located far enough south, it gets very little rain before November – giving the 

grapes enough time to ripen on the vine before being harvested. 

 

Also notable are Paso Robles’ diverse soils that include a large layer of limestone clay – 

good for drainage, ensuring healthy, balanced vine growth – and hillside vineyards as 

vines are best suited on a well-drained slope.   

 

With its ideal climate, limestone soils, long growing season, and hillside vineyards, Paso 

Robles produces top-quality grapes, which make outstanding wine.  Bella Mia is proud to 

produce wines made from the fruit grown in this highly acclaimed location, which is 

admired by wine lovers and critics alike. 

 

  


